
We take this opportunity to wish you all a lovely
Mothers Day and a lovely St. Patrick’s Day too!

It will take place on Wednesday 
22nd April at 7pm on 

Newtownkennedy Street Site 
in the Assembly Hall. Please 

come along and � nd out more 

yourself on the wonders of the 
internet and how to ensure your 
child’s safety. Every parent of a 

child in our school is welcome to 
attend this workshop

REMINDER: Internet Safety 
Workshop for Parents

WEEKLY NOTE - Monday 15th January 2018

 God Bless, Sincerely yours, Bridget Wilders, Principal

 

 

Website REMINDER
Our website address is

www.stcatherinesps.co.uk
We hope that you � nd it useful. If you ever lose 

your weekly note, a copy of it is uploaded each 
week onto the website so you can always � nd 
out information on there. There is lots of other 
helpful information about school on this site. 

REMINDERREMINDER

REMINDER

 God bless you all! Bridget Wilders, Principal

P T F A Working together 
for our children

Parent, Teacher,
Friends Association

Some of you may have got new mobile phones for 
Christmas or indeed for some reason you may have a 
di� erent number since the start of the year. If so have 
you let the school secretary know so that it can be 
changed at school? 

This is very important incase we have to contact 
you for any reason regarding your child. This is 
also important so that you can receive school text 
messages. 

If you have changed your number and not updated 
the school…. Please do so!

HAVE YOU 
CHANGED YOUR CONTACT NUMBER?
IT IS IMPORTANTTO UPDATE OURSCHOOL RECORDS . . .PLEASE LET US KNOW!

Update of Parent Mobile 
Phone Numbers



Change of USERNAME (Handle) 
on TWITTER

Good news for all TWITTER Fans…..we are now also on Twitter! 
We have changed our USERNAME. Now you can follow us at….

@stcatherinesps

See the front of this note for all our links to ….

1. Website
2. Facebook
3. Instagram
4. Twitter
5. Email

We want to communicate with you and keep you up to date!! 

 

 

National Compliment Day        
24th January 

Give loads of extra 
compliments to people you 
meet on Wednesday  January 
24th 2018

A compliment is a wonderful 
way to brighten up someone’s 
day

or give credit for a job well 
done. 

Please complete the attached 
Family Compliment Sheet and 
send it back into your child’s 
teacher by Friday 19th January 
ahead of Compliments Day! We 
will SHARE these compliments 
in school! Thank you!



National Compliment Day 
Wednesday  24th January 2018 

Please let your child give members of their family a compliment , 
record these on this slip and return  to school

I can give people in my family a compliment

 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Thank you



FLU Prevention
Advice for our wee Pupils in school to promote thorough Handwashing to help prevent 

the spread of Infection. We ask that our parents help us also to promote good practice in 
school and at home! We appreciate your support!

Clean hands protect against infection

Protect yourself
• Clean your hands regularly.
• Wash your hands with soap and water, and dry them thoroughly.
• Use alcohol-based handrub if you don’t have immediate access to soap and water.

How do I wash my hands properly?
Washing your hands properly takes about as long as singing "Happy Birthday" twice, 
using the images below.
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WHY ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL 
IS SO IMPORTANT –

If a child of compulsory school age is registered at a school it is essential 
that they attend their school regularly and maintain a pattern of good 
attendance throughout their school career. 

Excellent attendance at school is important to allow a child or young 
person to ful l their potential. 

Below are just some of the key reasons why it is so important children 
attend school:

 To learn. 

 To have fun.

 To make new friends.

 To experience new things in life.

 To develop awareness of other cultures, religion, ethnicity and gender 
differences.

 To achieve. 

 To gain quali cations.

 To develop new skills.

 To build con dence and self-esteem.

 To have the best possible start in life.

 Young people who regularly miss school without good 
reason are more likely to become isolated from their 
friends, to underachieve in examinations and/or become 
involved in anti-social behaviour.

WHAT THE LAW SAYS –
 Under Article 45 of the Education and Libraries (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1986 (“the 1986 Order”), it is the duty of parents who have 
a child of compulsory school age1 to ensure their child receives ef cient, 
full time education suitable to their age, aptitude, ability and to any special 
educational needs they may have. Such education may be provided by 
regular attendance at school or otherwise, for example home education.

Paragraph 3 (1) of Schedule 13 to the 1986 Order states that it is the 
duty of a parent of a registered pupil of a school to secure their regular 
attendance at school. This applies to all children of compulsory school age 
who are on the roll of a school. As a parent you are legally responsible for 
making this happen.

Under Part III of Schedule 13 to the 1986 Order, if a child or young person 
who is registered at a school does not attend regularly, a parent can 
receive a  ne not exceeding £1,000 in court (for each child). An Education 
Supervision Order (ESO) could also be made by a court under Article 55 
of the Children (NI) Order 1995.

 Education is not an option – it’s compulsory.

FAMILY HOLIDAYS –
You can demonstrate your commitment to your child’s education by not 
taking holidays during term time. Any child or young person who is absent 
from school due to a holiday will miss out on important learning and will fall 
behind with their school work. 

In each Academic Year there are only a maximum of 190 statutory school 
days – this allows plenty of time for holidays to be arranged outside term 
time.

Holidays taken during term time will be categorised as an unauthorised 
absence.

 Avoid taking family holidays during the school term.

1 www.deni.gov.uk/index/schools-and-infrastructure-2/admission-and-transport/pupils-and-classes/compulsory-school-age.htm

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP –

 Establish a good routine in the mornings and evenings so your child is 
prepared for the school day ahead.

 Make sure your child goes to school regularly and follows the school 
rules.

 Ensure your child arrives at school on time – not late.

 Arrange dental and medical appointments outside school hours when 
possible.

 Always inform the school if your child is absent due to illness – this 
should be followed up with a written note when your child returns to 
school.

 Take truancy seriously – if your child is not attending school as you 
expect they may be putting themselves at risk – Who are they with? 
What are they doing?

 Take family holidays outside term time.

 Talk to your child about school and take an interest in their school work 
(including homeworks).

 Attend parent evenings and school events.

 Praise and reward your child’s achievements at school.

 Always support school staff in their efforts to control dif cult or 
challenging behaviour.

 Discuss any problems or dif culties with the school – staff are there to 
help and will be supportive.

 Do not be afraid to ask for help if a problem arises.

EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS –
 Every single day a child is absent from school equates to a 
day of lost learning. 

Attendance percentages can be misleading. 

100% Attendance 0 Days Missed Excellent

95% Attendance 9 Days of Absence

1 Week and 4 Days of 
Learning Missed

Satisfactory

90% Attendance 19 Days of Absence

3 Weeks and  4 Days 
of Learning Missed

Poor

85% Attendance 28 Days of Absence

5 Weeks and 3 Days of 
Learning Missed

Very Poor

80% Attendance 38 Days of Absence

7 Weeks and 3 Days of 
Learning Missed

Unacceptable

75% Attendance 46 Days of Absence

9 Weeks and 1 Day of 
Learning Missed

Unacceptable

For some parents, 90% may seem like an acceptable level of attendance, 
but the reality is that 90% attendance means that your child will miss half a 
school day each week or 19 days of school during the school year – that’s 
nearly 4 school weeks.

 Give your child the best start in life – every school day 
counts.

Miss School  - 
Miss Out!!

  





SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MATTERS

A Parent’s Guide
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Attendance Matters …..
Please find guidance below from the Department of Education for Parents regarding 

the promotion of good attendance for our wee pupils at school.
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This is a particularly special meeting as there will be a Guest Speaker Mrs 
Maria Herron from Parenting NI in attendance to update us re the work of 
Parenting Ni in our areas and the various services that they can offer. All 

parents from our school are welcome to attend this meeting whether they 
are PTFA Members or not. However our PTFA are also always looking for new 

recruits…..why don’t you give it a try?

WHY NOT COME ALONG  
TO OUR NEXT MEETING?

JOIN US!
St. Catherine’s

Nursery & Primary School

P T F A Working together 
for our children

Parent, Teacher,
Friends Association

WHY NOT COME ALONG  
TO OUR NEXT MEETING?

JOIN US!

Thursday 18th January
at 7pm in the Junior School

Many thanks indeed to all the members of our wonderfully 
hardworking PTFA for everything they have done for our wee children 

before Christmas and generally this year to date.



Every Year as part of the Extended 
Schools Cluster Programme we take our 
Year 7 Pupils on a flight with FLYBE. This 
flight is part of their curriculum education 
studies on Flight which they complete in 
school. We are very fortunate, that in the 
face of current cutbacks, we are still able to 
offer this trip to our Year 7 Pupils this year 
again. 

The Flight will take place on Tuesday 
23rd January. Children will fly on a short 
flight around NI and then they will also 

visit W5 on the same day. (More Details 
will follow re this trip…..regarding times 
etc) from the Class Teachers. 

In order to assist with funding we ask 
that all children in Year 7 Make a Voluntary 
Contribution of £10 towards the cost of 
this wonderful trip. If you would like your 
child to avail of this fabulous trip, please 
sign the attached permission form and 
send your child’s £10 contribution to your 
child’s teacher by Wednesday 17th January. 
Many thanks!

Year 7 Flight Programme

 

YEAR 4 and YEAR 7 PUPILS:      
Holy Communion and 

Confirmation Workbooks
Every year in school children use special Holy Communion and Confirmation Workbooks 

with our children so that they can prepare for the sacraments very thoroughly indeed. 
These workbooks cost £3.50. Children love completing these workbooks and they 
obviously get to keep them for their own souvenir afterwards. Please send in £3.50 with 
your Year 4 or Year 7 Child for their Souvenir Workbook by Friday 26th January.



REMINDER: Where do I collect my 
child on each site?

Sometimes we find that our childminders and carers get confused about where to 
collect pupils across our two sites ….especially of this is a first time for them!! Hopefully 
this will help!

 
Nursery:  All children should be collected from their classrooms.

Junior School : 
Year 1(a ) Mrs Doherty’s class and  Year 2 (a) Mrs Hamilton’s Class  should be collected 

from the front pupil exit beside their classrooms.
Year 1 (b) Miss Hutton’s Class and Year 2 (c) Mrs Mc Glynn’s Class should be collected 

from the exit door beside their classroom.
Year 2 (b) Mrs Mc Brien’s Class should be collected from the exit door beside their 

class.
Year 3 (b) Mrs Mc Granaghan’s Class should be collected at 3pm from the front pupil 

exit door (beside the Year 1 / 2 classrooms)
Year 3 (a) : Ms Mc Gowan’s  Class will be escorted to the front gate of the school where 

they can be collected.
Year 4  will be escorted by their teachers to the front gate of the School where they 

can be collected.

Senior School :
Nursery: Nursery children must be collected from the actual door of the Nursery 

itself.   
Year 5   should be collected at 3pm from the front main exit gate of this school site at 

the side of the Vice Principal’s Office
Year 6 will be escorted by their teachers to the gate at the side of the Vice Principal’s 

Office of this school site where they can be collected.
Year 7 will be escorted to the main door at the front of the Senior School where they 

can be collected.

PLEASE NOTE: 
We expect that all children (Nursery , Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3  ) will be collected by a 

responsible adult to ensure their safety going home from school.  If your child is in Year 
3-7 and you wish them to walk home by themselves then please indicate this to the class 
teacher via a little note. If you you’re your child to be collected by taxi then you should 
send a note to the class teacher indicating this. For Child Protection and Safeguarding 
purposes we cannot release a child to an any adult without parental consent. Thank 
you!



Our feelings are as much a part of us as our hands, 
feet or hair.  Feelings, while on the inside, often show 
on the outside.  All people have feelings.  Keep your 

eyes open today and look out for feelings

PATHS Quote of the Month - January

 

PATHS Programme in 
St. Catherine’s

(Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies)

Prayer of   the Month January
New Year’s Prayer

We remember
For all that has been

We give thanks.

We look forward
For all that will be

We say yes. 

All time is God’s time.
We let go of the past and 

We welcome what is to come.
And all the time we pray in the name of Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today and 

forever. Amen

 



Post Primary School Open Days 
Post Primary Schools will have various Open Days coming up so that Year 7 Pupils and 

their parents can tour the school to get a flavour of what the school would be like to 
attend as a Year 8 Pupil in September 2018! It’s so hard to believe that our Year 7 Pupils 
are at that stage already! 

The following are the dates of Open Days in our two local Post Primary Schools. We will 
let you know more information as we know it! 

Meetings with the Principal to indicate choices of schools will be planned for at the 
end of the month. You will receive a letter from the Principal inviting you to attend to 
indicate your school preference for your Year 7 Child next year. I look forward to meeting 
with you! 

Holy Cross College
Saturday 20th January 2018 from 10am-12Noon and 1pm-3pm

Strabane Academy
Thursday 25th January on the Junior Campus (Derry Road) at 7pm.
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Year 7 Flight Trip to Belfast
I allow/ do not allow my Year 7 Child to go on the Year 7 Flight Trip. 

I understand that this trip will take place on Tuesday 23rd January 
and will involve a Bus Journey to Belfast City Airport to board a 

FLYBE Plane for a short Flight around NI. Then my child will visit 
W5 Museum on this day also. 

I enclose £10 Contribution towards the cost of this trip.

Signed: _________________________________________________

Parent/Gaurdian of: ______________________________________ 

Class: __________________________________________________


