
WEEKLY NOTE - Monday 14th January 20189

 God bless you all! Bridget Wilders, Principal

Some of you may have got new mobile 
phones for Christmas or indeed for 
some reason you may have a different 
number since the start of the year. If so 
have you let the school secretary know 
so that it can be changed at school? 
This is very important incase we have 
to contact you for any reason regarding 
your child. This is also important so that 
you can receive school text messages. 

If you have changed your number 
and not updated the school…. Please 
do so!

Update of Parent Mobile 
Phone Numbers



We have enclosed the Parents Guide for School Attendance issued by the Department of 
Education for all parents. Please have a wee read! Thank you for your ongoing support. 









Strabane Feis
It’s that time of year again…….we are a school that places so much emphasis on 

providing a variety of  opportunities for our children’s learning. We promote a love 
of learning in the classroom and beyond for all subjects,sport music and drama too! 
Feis promotes confidence and aptitude in Speech and Language, Drama and Music in 
particular. It is quite a skill to get up in front of an audience to say a poem, make a speech, 
sing a song or play an instrument! Regardless of what level each child can perform at, 
we acknowledge the effort that any child makes in order to take part in the Feis….. this 
is overcoming fear at such a young age and promoting a skill that will serve our children 
well in the future! We encourage all our children from Nursery – Year 7 to take part in the 
Feis events and teachers will encourage and promote this in school also!

There is a Speech Feis and a Music Feis. 

Speech Feis will take place from Thursday 21st February  to Monday 25th February.

Music Feis will take place from Thursday 28th February  to Monday 4th  March. 

Cost of Individual Entry to the Feis will be £2. The closing Date for entries to the 
Feis will be Wednesday 16th  January. 

Sometimes we notice that children do not enter the Feis by the closing date and then 
when they hear all the children rehearsing for Feis in school, they want to enter then 
but its too late! We advise that children strongly consider entering by the closing date 
as they will be guaranteed to enjoy it and join in the fun of it with their class in the lead 
up to the event itself! 

All children who enter the Feis will get a certificate of 
participation from school….. regardless of the adjudicator’s 
decision in St. Patrick’s Hall!! 

The poems and songs for the Feis will be sent out shortly.

 

 



Speech Feis Events

It is to be noted that various class teachers may also enter an entire class for the Choral 
Poem Competitions.

Music Feis Events

It is to be noted that our choirs in school may also enter competitions in the Feis under 
the direction of the Choir Directors.

 

 

 

Strabane Feis 

 

 

Speech Feis Events 

 

Event   Year Groups who can enter 

Verse Speaking Girls   Nursery‐ Year 7 

Verse Speaking Boys   Nursery – Year 7 

2 Minute Speech   Year 6 & 7 Pupils only 

Creative Verse   Years 5.6 and 7 Pupils only 

 

It is to be noted that various class teachers may also enter an 

entire class for 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Choral Poem Competitions. 

 

 

Music Feis Events 

 

Event   Year Groups who can enter 

Girls’ Song  Nursery‐ Year 7 

Boys’ Song    Nursery – Year 7 

Sacred Solo    Years 5.6 and 7 Pupils only 

Musical Theatre   Years 4‐7 Pupils only 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is to 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noted that our choirs in school may also 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in the Feis under the direction of the Choir 

Directors. 

 

 

School Development Plan 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will be sent home a summary of Year 1 of our new three 

year School Development Plan. 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consulted 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on 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have 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to 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School Development Plan
You will be sent home a summary 

of Year 1 of our new three year School 
Development Plan. We consulted parents 
on our service last year and we have made 
a plan to address concerns and also to 
address other necessary school priorities 
to improve the quality of our provision for 
our little children. Please sign the response 
form when you get a copy of the plan. 
Thank you!



Year 5 Paired Maths Programme
Every year we offer the opportunity for pupils and parents in Year 3 to take part in the 

PAIRED Maths Programme. 

We supply the Maths Games  from school and our children are encouraged to play a 
Maths Games every night for 4 weeks. We assess our children’s attitude to Maths  at the 
start of the programme and again at the end. Every year our children’s Maths enthusiasm 
and  ability improve as a result of taking part in this very simple programme. 

What does it involve?
1. A launch meeting where you are shown the correct paired Maths strategy to use 

with your child and to pick up the pack to get started. NO FURTHER MEETINGS ARE 
REQUIRED

2. Playing a Maths Game  for 10-15 minutes every night with your child for the 4 weeks 
of the programme…the more your play Maths Games  together the better the outcome 
for your child will be!

This year the information for you and your year 5 child will take place on TUESDAY 
22nd  JANUARY at 7pm in the Senior SCHOOL. 

Come along….join in …..get involved!! 



Year 4 “Do This in Memory” 
Programme

The dates for the masses for the Do This in Memory Programme are as below. We look 
forward to seeing all our Year 4 Pupils and Families at these very special masses.

DATE    THEME OF MASS   TIME

26/01/2019   3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  6.30pm

03/03/2019                                  10am 

14/04/2019   Passion (Palm) Sunday   12 Noon

11/05/2019                                   6.30pm

23/06/2019   Feast of the Body and Blood  10am  
                             of Christ (Corpus Christi)

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
25th May, 2019



Prayer of the Month - January

We remember For all that has been
We give thanks.

We look forward For all that will be
We say yes. 

All time is God’s time.
We let go of the past and  We welcome what is to come.

And all the time we pray in the name of Jesus, who is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. Amen

NEW YEAR’S PRAYER

PATHS Quote of the Month - January

PATHS Programme in St. Catherine’s
(Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies)

  

 

Friendship is one of life’s greatest gifts. If you 
think someone could use a friend.

Be one!



Confirmation Preparation for Year 7 Pupils and 

their parents 

 
Our children this year will be confirmed by Fr Boland P.P. 

 

In preparation for this very special sacrament our children and parents are warmly 

invited to attend three masses dedicated especially to focusing on Confirmation 

Themes.  

 

The dates and times for these masses, preparation and Confirmation itself are : 

 

Venue  Mass Theme  Day/Date   Time 

Church of the 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Enkindling the 

Spirit 

Saturday 12
th
 

January 

6.30pm 

Church of the 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Moved by the 

Spirit 

Sunday 3
rd
 

February  

10am 

Church of the 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Called by Name   Sunday 17
th
 

February 

12 Noon 

Church of the 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Practice for 

Confirmation for 

Pupils and their 

Sponsors 
(This is NOT a 

preparation Mass) 

Thursday 7
th
 

March  

7pm 

Church of the 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Confirmation Day  Saturday 9
th
 March   11am 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For any parent who could not attend the 
Open Afternoons but have a child due to 
start Nursery or Year 1 in September 2019, 
we are offering “Drop IN” Sessions this year 
as the applications have to be online. If you 
would like to book a session they run from 
7-1-19 until 18-1-19. If you wish to book a 
session please give Mrs Clare Kelly (Clerical 
Officer) Senior School a wee ring on 02871 
382614 OPTION 1 and she will be happy to 
book you in!! 

Some sessions have been booked 
already. 

You DO NOT have to attend these 
sessions but if you do the staff in school 
will help you make your application online 
there and then and you can be confident 
that all has been done and breathe a sigh 
of relief! Please note that you will need to 
have  the following with you…..

1. YOUR PERSONAL EMAIL username and 
know your password

2. Your child’s birth certificate
3. Your proof of address 
4. DSS Income Support Form (Only if this 

applies to you!)

ONLINE DIGITAL ADMISSION PROCESS

Nurse Health Checks for 
Year 1 Pupils

The School Nurse will be in school this Thursday 17th  January, Monday 21st , Thursday 
31st January and Friday 1st February to carry out Year 1 Health Checks. 



Year 7 Parent / Teacher           
Transfer Meetings

The thought of your Year 7 child moving from Primary to Post Primary School 
is an exciting but also challenging time for some! 

Post Primary Schools will be offering you and your child the chance to visit them 
now for their Open Days/ Evenings. This will give you and your child a chance to 
see the work of the schools and staff first hand and may help you and your child 
decide which school they would really like to transfer to in September 2019.

To this end, we have listed the dates/times of open days for some  post 
primary schools below where our children have transferred to in the past. We 
also invite you to come in to our school to  speak with your child’s class teacher 
and the Principal to complete your transfer form for your child to be given to 
the Education Authority. The forms (with your post primary school preferences) 
must reach EA by WEDNESDAY 6th FEBRUARY. Therefore we will be arranging 
these meetings ahead of this date so that forms can be completed and arrive at 
EA on time!

We will be hosting the meetings on Monday 28th January, Tuesday 29th 
January and Thursday 31st January. Your child’s teacher will be in touch with you 
to arrange suitable times for these meetings. You are NOT OBLIGED to attend 
but parents have reported in the past that they find these meetings very helpful 
indeed.

If you have any further queries at all about the Year 7 Transfer Process, please 
do not hesitate to contact the class teacher or a Senior Leader/ Principal.



Open Days/ Evenings  

Post Primary 

School 

Open Day Date / Time Location 

Holy Cross 

College 

Saturday  19
th

 January  

10am-12 Noon 

& 

1pm-3pm 

Principal’s 

Address @10am 

& 1pm 

35 Melmount 

Road,Strabane  

Christian 

Brothers’ 

Grammar 

School 

Saturday  19
th

 January 

10am-1pm 

Kevlin Road, 

Omagh 

Loreto Grammar 

School 

Wednesday  23
rd

 January 

5pm-8pm 

James Street, 

Omagh 

Thornhill 

College 

Tuesday  29
th

 January 

4pm – 6.30pm 

Principal’s 

Address @ 4pm 

& 6pm 

142 Culmore 

Road, Derry 

Lumen Christi 

College  

Monday  21
st
 January 

Principal’s 

Address 4pm & 

4.45pm 

Bishop Street, 

Derry 

Strabane 

Academy  

Thursday  24
th

 January  

7pm 

61 Derry Road, 

Strabane  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Days/ Evenings



Year 5 Paired Reading Meeting 
I can / cannot attend the Paired Maths  Meeting for my

Year 5 Child on Tuesday 22nd  January at 7pm in the
Junior School Assembly Hall.

Signed: _________________________________________________

Parent/Gaurdian of: ______________________________________ 

Class: __________________________________________________

Teacher: _______________________________________________



Feis 2019 
I have ticked below the event(s) that I would like my child to be entered 

for in Feis. I understand that it costs £1.50 to enter an event. 

  

Signed: _________________________________________________
Parent/Gaurdian

 

 
Speech Feis 

Event 

Tick  

  Yes  

Child’s Name Year /Class 

Verse Speaking 

(Girls) Nursery 

-Year 7  

   

Verse Speaking 

(Boys) Nursery 

-Year 7 

   

2 minute speech  

(Year 6 and 7 

Pupils Only) 

   

Creative Verse  

(Years 5,6,7 

Pupils only) 

   

    

 

 

Music  Feis 

Event 

Tick  

  Yes  

Child’s Name Year /Class 

Song  (Girls) 

Nursery -Year 

7  

   

Song  (Boys) 

Nursery -Year 

7 

   

Sacred Solo 

(Years 5,6,7 

Pupils only) 

   

Musical 

Theatre 

(Years 4-7 

Pupils only) 

   

 

Signed: ________________________________ 

Parent/ Guardian  

 

 
Speech Feis 

Event 

Tick  

  Yes  

Child’s Name Year /Class 

Verse Speaking 

(Girls) Nursery 

-Year 7  

   

Verse Speaking 

(Boys) Nursery 

-Year 7 

   

2 minute speech  

(Year 6 and 7 

Pupils Only) 

   

Creative Verse  

(Years 5,6,7 

Pupils only) 

   

    

 

 

Music  Feis 

Event 

Tick  

  Yes  

Child’s Name Year /Class 

Song  (Girls) 

Nursery -Year 

7  

   

Song  (Boys) 

Nursery -Year 

7 

   

Sacred Solo 

(Years 5,6,7 

Pupils only) 

   

Musical 

Theatre 

(Years 4-7 

Pupils only) 

   

 

Signed: ________________________________ 

Parent/ Guardian  

(If you have completed this already you do not need to complete it again!)


